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by law. 


CONFIDE NTIAI. 

COUNTRY US3R(Moscow Oblast) 

SUBJECT All-Union Board of Trade 


DATE OF INFO. 
PLACE ACQUIREI 


25X1 


REPORT I 
DATE DISTR. 

NO. OF PAOES 
REQUIREMENT NO. 
REFERENCES 


8 October 195^ 

3 


RD 


25X1 


This is UNEVALUATED Information 


THE SOUKS SVAWAriONS IN THIS MPORT AW OEFINITIVE. 

THE APPRA/SAl OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. ocv^ 

(FOE KEY SEE REVEESE) ZOAl 


2. On page 1, paragraph 2 , Administration should read Directorate, 


Coinmentt The Maritime Arbitration Commission also comes under the 
jui'isaicuioh of the Ministry of the Maritime and River Fleet. 
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The All-Union Board of Trade (Vsesoyuznaya torgovaya palata) was 
an associated organization of the Ministry of Foreign Trade re- 
sponslble for promotion of Soviet foreign trade. The Administration 
Board of Trade was located In Moscow on an un- 
identified street where the Ministry of Finance building was also 
looateu* 

P*’®"ldent of the All-Union Board of Trade was 
Hllmall NESTEROV, former USSR trade representative In the Nether- 
^5 ^ rather large number of employees of the All-Union Board 

of Trade were graduates of the Foreign Trade Institute, The All- 
union Board of Trade was cosQ)osed of: 

a, All-Union Board of Trade Administration, 
torgovoy palaty) 

be Maritime Arbitration GommlsBlon. (Morskaya arbltrazhnaya komlsslya) 

c. Arbitration Commission (Land). (Arbltrazhnaya komlsslya) 

d. Leningrad Pur Auction House. (Lenlngradskly pushnoy auktslon) 


(Upravlenlye vsesoyuznoy 


25X1 


pbhere was a spacious^ and 
®^sawizea exniDitlon hall belonging to the All-Union Board 
of Trade Ip Moscow, located In the Board *s administrative building. 

The exhibition was open throughout the year and advertised Soviet 

consumers* goods. Only top quality goods were exhibited 
and they were Indeed of an excellent quality, never available In 
stores to the Soviet population. The All-Union Board of Trade was 
responsible for supplying commercial Information to prospective 
foreign buyers. In some Instances this was done directly by the 
All-Union Board of Trade answering Inquiries of buyers, but more often 
It was accomplished through the responsible All-Union Association 
dealing with the type of goods requested by such buyers. In this way 
the All-Union Board of Trade was a kind of central governmental body, 
maintaining liaison between foreign buyers with the various All-Union 
Associations physically conducting Soviet foreign trade. 
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Arbitration Commission was organized sometime in the 
1920 's as a counterpart to the Rrltiah 
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As 


V4 4. . ■ I to the establishment of the USSR 

Maritime Arbitration Commission all arbitration matters Involving 
^ vessels and their freight were under the Jiu'lsdlctlon of 
British Lloyd or another similar organization with adralnls- 
cratlon in tosterdam. Quite often, especially in court proceedings 

rescue contracts" (spasatel 'nyy kontrakt), 
between the USSR and Lloyd agencies which, 
the lecturer at the Foreign Trade Institute, were pre- 
judiced against the Soviet Union. Until the Maritime Arbitration 
Commission was organized, the USSR vessels on the high seas. If in 
distress, had no choice but to agree to conditions of the rescue 
contract as drawn by the British or Amsterdam Lloyd and to put 
themselves at th® mercy of these agencies. In order to put an end 
the Maritime Arbitration Commission was organized 
in the USSR and a n\imber of distinguished Soviet personalities, 

abroad as experts in International Law, were appointed 
to this commission as arbitrators. Among them was Professor KETLIN, 
a renowned expert on International transport law. After an initial 
period of dlst^st when foreigners were reluctant to accept the 
the Soviet-controlled arbitration agency, actual 
Just and unprejudiced procedures were followed 
by the USSR Maritime Arbitration Commission and from that time on 

vessels accepted the Jurisdiction of this 
commission without protest. In each Individual ease It was left 

n«n Z?® ®"“*^ ^*^® foreign vessel to select the 

Commission arbitrator to adjudge the case. 
According to the bylaws of the Maritime Arbitration Commission, Its 
decisions were final and, as such, could not be appealed. 

All-Union Board of Trade 

1920 's for the purpose of arbitration in all matters 
pertaining to foreign trade other than on the high seas. The offices 
Of the Arbitration Commission were located In the building of the 

Trade. All trade agreements concluded by any all- 
fchi contained a clause specifying the Jurisdiction of 

the Arbitration Commission of the All-Union Board of Trade In case of 
Soviet economic organizations abroad such as USIA, USIO, 
ef others which were authorized to accept arbitration of 
foreign arbitration agencies were exempt from this policy. Decisions 
of the Arbitration Commission of the All-Union Board of Trade could 

Supreme Court of the USSR (Verkhovnyy sud Soyuza 
’'oll-knoiTO Soviet personalities were appointed as 
this commission and a list of their names was always 
4 ® disposal of ths trade partner in order to select an arbi- 
trator to whom he would like to entrust his case. ^ 

several lectwers of the Foreign Trade Instltdfe, sWasTrofessbr 

Mrs. Yekaterina Abramovna PLEYSHITS, an expert on foreign civil law. 
Professor Sergey Kirillovich MAY, an expert on French and Italian 
civil law, and Professor LUNTS, an expert on Anglo-Saxon law, were 
®??, „ ? among the arbitrators on the Arbitration Commission of 
the All-Union Board of Trade. 
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6. The Leningrad Fur Auction House. 2. 

I Cements Rescue Contract (spasatel'nyy kontrakt) . Supposedly 

a doctjmeni signed by the captain of a vessel in distress on the high 
seas, agreeing to the payment of a certain amount of money to another 


vessel which would coae to its rescue in salvaging the imperiled 
vessel and its freight. 
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